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Book IReviews. 



The New Testament and Psalms, with the Readings and Renderings preferred 

by the American Committee of Revision incorporated into the text. New 

York : Fords, Howard & Hulbert. Chicago : F. H. Revell Co. Size, 

5X7 inches. Price, gi.oo. 

The New Testament section of this book was first issued by President R. 

D. Hitchcock, of Union Seminary, in 1881, and the Psalms by Professor John 

G. Lansing, of the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick, N. J., in 1885. 

Both are now put out together in long primer, crown 8vo form, giving the 

Bible student both good large type and the American reviser's preferences 

in the text. The margins are wide, leaving ample space for the few variations 

in translation and for notes which every faithful Bible student soon jots down 

on the white open space. 

The first printed pages of the book show us a facsimile of the signature 
of the members of the American Revision Committee. This is just such a 
book as will please the eye of a reader, and make its use a pleasure and sat- 
isfaction. Price. 



Helps to the Study of the Bible, including Introductions to the Several Books, 
the History and Antiquities of the Jews, the Results of Modern Discov- 
ies, and the Natural History of Palestine, with copious tables, concord- 
ance, and indices, and a new series of maps. Oxford : (Printed at the 
Clarendon Press). i2mo. Price, $1. 50. 

In 1876 the delegates of the Clarendon Press published as an appendix to 
their Oxford Bible for Teachers a book called " Helps to the Study of the 
Bible." 

A revised edition of these Helps has been published lately, of which 
there will ultimately be no less than twenty editions, in sizes ranging from 
pica post 4to to diamond 24mo. The most convenient edition is i2mo 
size, L. and 644 pp., 68 plates, and a number of maps ; sold, cloth bound, at 
the moderate price of gi.50. 

The present revision of the text has been carried out under the general 
superintendence of the Rev. Canon Maclear, D.D., warden of St. Augustine's 
College, Canterbury, who has incorporated extensive and very valuable con- 
tributions from the Rev. Canon Girdlestone. The editor has written most 
of the introductions and summaries. New sections incorporated into the work 
are : "The Witness of Modern Discoveries to the Old Testament Narrative," 
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by Canon Girdlestone, Dr. Reinhold Rost, and Dr. Carl Bezold ; " The Polit- 
ical Condition of Judea in the First Century, A.D.; " " Geology and Mineralogy 
of Bible Lands," by Professor Edward Hull. Other sections have been 
thoroughly revised, such as "The Apocrypha " (Canon Churton), "Precious 
Stones " (L. Fletcher, who, however, repeats a number of foolish popular 
etymologies, e. g., of Amethyst and other stones) ; " Botany " (by Mr. W. 
Caruthers), "Music and Musical Instruments" (Sir John Stainer) ; and "Jew- 
ish Weights, Money, and Measures (Barclay V. Head). 

Professor Skeat has compiled the list of " Obsolete and Ambiguous 
words " used in the Authorized Version. This is a very good and useful list ; 
but should there really be any necessity for a list of such words in our Eng- 
lish Bible, a book not for the learned but for the great mass? A book such 
as the Bible is to be for every reader should not contain obsolete words at 
all, and I fully agree with the late Professor Lagarde's severe criticism of the 
same feature in the " Revised Edition of Luther's Translation of the Bible into 
German," published in 1883. If I had my will, I would have an entirely new 
translation, or call it revision, of the Bible every fifty years, made by the most 
competent scholars, who would give us a good, readable version, avoiding all 
ambiguous and obsolete words, that are apt to mislead not only the lay 
reader, but many a preacher of sermons on " the peculiar people " and other 
misunderstood passages. But to return to our " Helps." Mr. E. A. Wallis 
Budge has revised and expanded the glossary of Antiquities, Customs, etc., 
and the Rev. M. J. Simonds the Dictionary of Proper Names. 

A distinctive feature of this edition are the illustrations, consisting of 
sixty-eight full-page plates. They have been selected and described by 
Messrs. F. Maunde Thompson, A. S. Murray, and E. A. Wallis Budge, of 
the British Museum. A table of alphabets showing the development of the 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin alphabets from the Egyptian Hieratic (?) opens 
the long list of illustrations. It is, however, by no means proved that the 
Hebrew (or rather Phoenician) alphabet is derived from the Egyptian. Prom- 
inent scholars, such as Lagarde, Deecke, and others, have shown that a num- 
ber of the Hebrew letters could not have been derived from the Egyptian, to 
say nothing about the entirely different names given in both languages to 
the similar (or apparently the same) characters, making up the Egyptian and 
Phoenician alphabet. Facsimiles are found of the most ancient MSS and 
versions of the Bible in Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, and Coptic (plates 
VI-XV.) ; and to illustrate the history of the English Bible, specimens of 
^Elfric's Anglo-Saxon (eleventh century A.D.), Wyclif's (fourteenth cen- 
tury), and Tindale's (1525 A.D.) versions are given (plates XVI-XVIII.) 
Egyptian and Assyrian, Babylonian and Phoenician monuments are repro- 
duced, referring to important historical events recorded in the Bible, such as 
the wars of Mesha, king of Moab, with the Israelites, about B.C. 890 (pi. IV.) ; 
the capture of Jerusalem by Sennacherib (pi. XLV., from the Taylor 
Cylinder) ; the payment of tribute to Shalmaneser II. (B.C. 860-825), by Jehu, 
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the son of Omri, being the second scene on the so-called " Black Obelisk," 
discovered at Calah, recording the victories of the thirty-one military expedi- 
tions of Shalmaneser's reign (plates XXXIX. and XL.) ; the capture of Baby- 
lon by Cyrus ; and that of Ashdod by Sargon, king of Assyria (B.C. 722-705). 

Assyrian and Babylonian ceremonies, scenes of war and the chase, are 
fully illustrated from bas-reliefs found in the ruins of the palaces of Asur- 
nasir-pal, Shalmaneser II., Tiglath-Pileser III., Sennacherib, and Asurbani- 
pal, now preserved in the British Museum. 

Accurate copies are given of stelas, papyri, tablets, and other antiquities 
which refer to the religion, manners and customs of the nations with 
whom the Jews came into contact. Among these we notice : The Assyrian 
account of the creation (fragment I.) and of the deluge ; the tablet record- 
ing the restoration of the temple of the Sun-god at Sippara, near Babylon, 
by Nabu-pal-idinna, king of Babylonia (about B.C. goo) ; a Babylonian 
boundary-stone ; and a cuneiform tablet from El-Amarna, in Upper Egypt, 
recording a siege of Tyre when under Egyptian rule ; and seals as old as the 
time of Abraham, inscribed with mythological scenes. Illustrations are given 
of the Egyptian custom of mummifying the dead ; the weighing of the heart of 
the dead man in the judgment hall of Osiris ; the return of the soul to the 
body after judgment ; Egyptian brick-making, etc. To each illustration is 
added a short description, supplying dates and facts. 

A number of maps greatly facilitate the study of Bible history and form 
one of the most welcome features of the book. In fine, there are few books 
of similar size, that offer such a comprehensive survey of all that is important 
in its bearing upon the study of the Bible. There is, to our knowledge, no 
other country where scientific results of the study of the Bible have been 
popularized in as neat and attractive, yet at the same time fairly correct and 
scholarly way, as the land that gives us these Helps to the Study of the Bible 
and that has already given us such splendid series as the " Men of the Bible" 
and the " By-Paths of Bible Knowledge." 

W. M.-A. 



The Books of Chronicles in relation to the Pentateuch and the Higher Criticism. 

By Lord A. C. Hervey, D.D., Bishop of Bath and Wells. London : 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. New York : E. and J. B. 
Young & Co., 1893. Price, two shillings. 
This little book consists of a series of five lectures delivered before 
"The Society for Promoting Higher Religious Education," at Wells, Eng- 
land, in the spring of 1892. The author declares it to be his purpose in the 
first two lectures to set forth " some of the chief grounds on which the ' Higher 
Criticism ' rests its demands on all Christian people to give up their belief in 
the Pentateuch as in any true sense a faithful record of the work and words 
of Moses and a trustworthy historical record of God's dealings with the Israel- 



